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The Third International Conference on the Science and
Technology for Advanced Ceramics (STAC-3) '
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Visit of Prof. S. Ted Oyama of Virginia Tech

NEAZEHE Shigeo Ted OYAMA

This Spring I had the honor of being a Foreign Guest Professor in the Materials
and Structures Laboratory of Prof. Michikazu Hara. It was a memorable
experience which | will always treasure. | was able to learn about some of the
important research that is taking place in the laboratory and the department
as a whole, as well as to interact with a number of very capable students. It
was very revealing that materials such as carbons derived from cellulose,
could be used in a variety of applications ranging from catalysis to
photovoltaics. The atmosphere of the laboratory was very pleasant, with
students communicating freely with Prof. Hara and his associates, Drs.
Nakajima and Kitano. The weekly seminars were lively affairs, with everybody
contributing good opinions and suggestions. The interactions hetween
students were close and collegial, and it was nice to see the excitement of
preparations for a summer excursion. In the United States, the students
sometimes compete between themselves, and are not as friendly. We had a
barbecue in which the students showed great camaderie, and it was
impressive that they were so organized.

My own research deals with catalysis and inorganic membranes, and | had the
pleasure to give a seminar on the topic of propylene oxide production. The
talk described the latest catalytic systems as well as the enhancement of the
yield by the use of a membrane reactor, which permitted the reaction to be
safely operated in the explosive regime. The comments | received were very
illuminating, and indicated a high academic level in the students of the Tokyo
Institute of Technology. The interactions with the Hara group have led me to
think about the possibility of using carbon materials as the critical
components of membranes, and | hope to be able to collaborate in this area
in the future. Such cross-fertilization of ideas, as well as the personal
interactions, are the great benefits of the Foreign Guest Professor program,
and | appreciate the opportunity to have heen able to participate.
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